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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Deabra- I didn’t go on my first hike until I was a senior in college. When 



Diversity 
What does diversity mean to you? 
 
Do you think diversity in the environmental sector is an issue that 
needs to be addressed? 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Diversity is differences in racial and ethnic, socioeconomic, geographic, and academic/professional backgrounds. People with different opinions, backgrounds (degrees and social experience), religious beliefs, political beliefs, sexual orientations, heritage, and life experience. - University of NC at Chapel Hill



Getting outdoors is a luxury that  
many families cannot afford... 

What factors could affect the 
amount of time an individual 

spends outdoors or 
participating in recreational 

activities? 
 



Getting outdoors is a luxury that many 
families cannot afford... 

Affordability and accessibility 
 

Missing essentials 
 

Local environment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If an individual’s basic human needs are not being met or if there is a lack of safety in the neighborhood, they may be less inclined to get outdoors.Many families don’t have the means to travel and lack of resources can be a hindrance to developing a relationship with nature.



Survey Insights 
“I grew up in a place where going outside was dangerous, most of my time was spent hiding from 
people, and in elementary school the closest w e got to going to the forest or "nature" w as the 
playground outside my school w ith monkey bars and a slide”  -  transgender female, Lead Counselor 
Northgate Community Center 
 
“I have alw ays enjoying being outdoors, even w hen I w as a child.  My parents use to force my brothers 
and I, to go outside. W e couldn’t come back into the house until it w as dinner time.  W hich sounds mean, 
but it actually w as great.” -  asian male, Director of A R C R ecreation P rogram 
 
“I don’t feel like I live in a place that offers me a variety of places to visit to engage w ith nature. If I had 
more nature around me w hether that be parks, trails  or lakes I w ould probably engage w ith nature more.” 
-  black female, US  A rmy 
 
“ I w ould definitely say the color of my skin has stopped a lot of visitors from listening or taking me 
seriously; I did often feel like I w as the w rong person for the job.” - black female, Tuskegee University 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We reached out to other individuals of color to find out their levels of interaction with nature and what work they are doing to create space for minorities.Read questions aloud:Are you interested in the outdoors? Why or why not?What is your level of interaction with nature?What is your experience as a minority in the environmental sector?Have you been involved with improving access to nature for people of all backgrounds.



Next Steps 

What actions can be taken to 
decrease the gap and expand 

recreation/ outdoor access to all 
communities? 



Next Steps 
  

Awareness and exposure 
 
Outreach programs YMCA, YWCA, non-profit 
community centers 
 
Empathic connection 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Connection to get folks to get involved in the outdoors. This can be done through interpretation, stories, and history.Groups and org that have  significant presence in comm. Organizations such as Boys and Girls Club, YMCA, volunteer programs, and community centers give financially challenged households the opportunity to experience the outdoors at little to no cost.Awareness and exposure to nature at an early age allow children to grow into adults who care about nature. The organizations that serve these communities should have staff that reflect the races and ethnicities of the people they serve.



Survey Insights 
“Going outdoors helps me feel free. I love being able to get away from the responsibilities of life and just 
focus on the simplicity of this w orld. The beauty of nature and the heat of the sun makes me happy.” -
latina female, S alinas Youth Detention Facility 
 
 
"Yes I am interested in the outdoors but it w as never something I w as exposed to as a child. I w ent to 
summer camps and had some extracurricular outdoor activities but they had to be free. I w anted to 
engage in activities w here the school took camping trips, hiking trips, and trips to places like the Grand 
Canyon etc but all of those activities w ere very expensive.” -  black female, MS  US C 
 
 
“I realized that there are very few  people w ho look like me in this field, and it has made me realize the 
lack of access of minorities to environmental science education and activities. W hat is  most ironic about 
this, how ever, is  minorities, especially those w ho are low - income, are the ones most affected by the 
environment, how ever, they have the least amount of know ledge.”-  biracial  female, P hD UCLA  
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We reached out to other individuals of color to find out their levels of interaction with nature and what work they are doing to create space for minorities.Read questions aloud:Are you interested in the outdoors? Why or why not?What is your level of interaction with nature?What is your experience as a minority in the environmental sector?Have you been involved with improving access to nature for people of all backgrounds.
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